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Your Service Firm is Invited to Join

AgBio New Zealand

The Waikato Innovation Park, in partnership with James & Wells, is excited to announce the ‘revival’ of AgBio New Zealand – a cluster initiative made up of companies in the agbio, agritech and ag science industries.

You may be aware that the Cluster is an initiative originated by Hamilton City Council in 2002.  The Waikato Innovation Park took over management of the Cluster in 2005, however a loss of Government funding for the initiative meant we’ve been unable to run events in recent years.

The Park, however, has kept in close contact with many Cluster participants, working on several commercial ventures together.  There has always been interest in reviving the social side of the Cluster, as people see value in the networking and knowledge sharing that comes from such events.

Opportunity for Service Firms

We are inviting a few select service firms to join the Cluster.  This will be an excellent opportunity for you to network with managers within some of the region’s largest companies.  

We have chosen to limit the number of service firms joining the Cluster, as we want to ensure it is primarily an industry organisation.  With that in mind, we are asking those service firms who want to join to offer a specific benefit to Cluster members.  This could be a workshop on a topic related to your expertise, a free or discounted service to members, etc.

If you are interested in joining, please fill out the attached service firm application form.  We will then review and discuss with you prior to confirming your membership acceptance.  

2010 Events

With the support of James & Wells as the Cluster’s exclusive partner, we will run the following Cluster events this calendar year.

1. July: “Partnering to Compete Globally:  Realistic or Idealistic?”  This panel discussion will take place at the Waikato Innovation Park and we’ve already confirmed some great speakers as our guests. (Invite attached)
2. September:  ‘AgBio Speed Dating’.  Cluster members will get the opportunity to set up a display.  When the clock begins, you’ll have just enough time to give your ‘elevator pitch’ to attendees.  When the timer buzzes, people move on to the next display.  This will be a fun opportunity to discover new innovations, learn about Cluster members’ businesses, sound out potential partnerships and ask for something specific you need in your business that other Cluster members may be able to provide.

3. November:  ‘Speaker TBC.’  We are looking at booking a high-profile speaker, possibly from overseas, who can speak on a topic relevant to our cluster members.  Watch this space!

Joining Fee

We are asking for a small fee from Service Firms to join the Cluster to help cover catering and administration.  Costs to join are $200+GST per firm per year.  You must be a Cluster member to attend events.

We look forward to hearing about the benefits you may be able to offer the Cluster and hope you can join us at our July event.

Sincerely,

Derek Fairweather






CEO








Waikato Innovation Park

AgBio Cluster Service Firm Application Form
	Business Name:

	Address:

	
	Fax:

	Postal Address:

	
	Post Code:

	Primary Contact:
	Position:

	Phone:
	DDI:
	Mobile:

	Email:


To help us understand the scale and range of AgBio NZ firms, please answer the following:
	Brief Description of Service type:
	Number of staff?

	Please briefly describe what your service firm could offer exclusively to AgBio NZ:

	

	

	

	 

	How much of your business is currently focused in the Ag Bio sector?

	    None      □          Under ¼       □         ¼ - ½      □         ½ - ¾       □         ¾ - All      □   

	Are there any other people in your business that we should add to our distribution list for news and events?

	Name:
	Email:

	Name:
	Email:

	Name:
	Email:


The AgBio membership costs are as follows: (Please tick the one that applies)
  □ Service firm =$200+GST p.a.
Please submit a cheque made out to Waikato Innovation Park   
Alternatively you can use internet banking using your company name as the reference and AgBio NZ as the particulars
Westpac   03-0318-0856941-00                                              Payment choice:    Cheque    □     Internet Banking    □
We appreciate the time taken to complete this form. Please note that this information will only be used for the purposes of AgBio New Zealand and information disclosed in this application will remain confidential.
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PO Box 9466 Hamilton 3240 New Zealand

	Ph: +64 7 857 0500 E: agbio@innovationwaikato.co.nz



